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which so many not ignoble natures have given
way. Soon after his accession he wrote to his mis-
tress that the number of men suborned to attempt
his life was greater than could easily be believed.
But God, he added, would keep him. He could
scarcely be persuaded to take the commonest pre-
cautions. Yet it was with a sad and depressed coun-
tenance that he rode to Notre Dame to offer thanks
for his escape. When a courtier called his atten-
tion to the popular enthusiasm, he shook his head
and replied, " They are a mob \_Cest mi penpli\; if
my greatest enemy was where I am, and they saw
him pass, they would do as much for him as for me,
and shout even louder."

On January 17(1595), war was declared against
Spain. The Duke of Bouillon (Turenne) had at his
own suggestion been sent to invade Luxembourg.
The Duke of Montmorency, on whom the King had
bestowed the sword of Constable, condescended to
show his gratitude by leaving his province of Lan-
guedoc to drive Nemours, and an army sent to his
assistance by the Duke of Savoy, from the neigh-
bourhood of Lyons. But it was in Burgundy and
Franche-Comte that the King hoped to strike a
decisive blow. Burgundy was the province in which
Mayenne trusted, even if the rest of France slipped
from his grasp, to establish himself as an indepen-
dent ruler. Franche-Comtd was an outlying portion
of the Spanish dominions, inhabited by a French-
speaking population, which the King thought
might form an appanage for Gabrielle's little son,
recently created Duke of Vendome. But money